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NEW REVELATIONS:

Hidden Newnes Forest storage
has added to military puzzle
Story: LEN ASHWORTH
Just how much secret and sinister
defence work really did occur around the
Lithgow-Blue Mountains area during and
after World War II?
The old melodramatic line about ‘the
hills holding many secrets’ seems to be a
truism as far as many people are concerned.
Last week the Lithgow Mercury published a feature based on interviews conducted by the Illawarra Mercury with ex
servicemen now living in the Illawarra
region who had worked on secret chemical warfare stockpiles at Marrangaroo
and Glenbrook during World War II.
The chemicals included mustard gas
imported from America and Britain in
contravention of the Geneva Convention
to be used in any last ditch defence effort
should Australia be invaded.
It was all supposed to be top secret but
as the years wore on and ex servicemen
told of their experiences it became more
of an open secret about the clandestine
activities focused largely on storage in
old railway tunnels at Marrangaroo,
Clarence and Glenbrook, and in some
old colliery workings elsewhere in the
State.

Following this week’s special report
Wallerawang identity Danny Whitty
came forward to tell of his experience.
In 1978 he and his brother, Jimmy
(‘Cricket’) were trail bike riding on the
Newnes Plateau in an area that at that
time was just native bushland between
Dingo Creek and Waratah Ridge.
Danny said that they stumbled across
a huge dump of 44 gallon drums sitting
on pallets in the bush.
The drums were painted in colours of
light blue, yellow and red and black and
all were marked with the skull and crossbones motif and the word ‘poison’.
He said that there were literally thousands of the drums stashed over a distance of more than a kilometre and largely hidden from sight by the bush canopy.
As many of the drums were leaking the
two riders didn’t hang around for long.
But still wondering what they had
stumbled across, Danny returned to the
site about two years later after a major
bushfire had swept through.
“It was like a bomb site,” he said.
“Drums had exploded everywhere,
just torn apart.”
Then the mystery deepened.
After he contacted military authorities
at the nearby Marrangaroo military

ammunition depot (223 Supply Coy) he
was referred to a higher authority at
Penrith.
The military denied any knowledge of
the bush storage but when Danny
returned out of sheer curiosity a short
time later the entire site had been meticulously cleared.
“There wasn’t a trace left of what we
had found,” he said.
“Not a single drum or pallet
remained.”
He said it was a curious coincidence
that the drums and their mysterious but
obviously sinister contents had disappeared so soon after he reported his find
to the Army.
“Everyone locally knew there was
mustard gas stored in the old mushroom
tunnels at Marrangaroo,” he said.
“It was a badly kept secret.”
There was no way of knowing exactly
what was in the drums in the forest but it
clearly wasn’t someone’s stash of home
brew.
And if the Army knows, they won’t be
talking.
Danny said he probably couldn’t identify the exact site today as it is now covered by State Forest pine plantations.

Chemical experiments in the Eighties
Story: LEN ASHWORTH
The military was still ‘messing
about’ with sinister mustard
gas
projects
at
the
Marrangaroo Army Camp as
recently as the 1980s, according to an informed source.
The informant, who can
not be named, was a member
of the Regular Army stationed
at the then 223 Supply Coy at
Marrangaroo.
He contacted the Mercury
after reading last week’s feature article relating to mustard
gas
storage
at
Marrangaroo, Clarence and
Glenbrook railway tunnels
during World War II.
“I was a Digger stationed at

Marrangaroo 20 years ago,” he
said.
In the late 1980s members
of the Ammunition Technical
Staff were at the base on a
project to ‘make safe’ the handling of mustard gas bombs.
He said that soldiers were
outfitted in thick rubber suits
and gas masks during the
training.
It had been a secretive
operation.
Referring to a claim by a
Wallerawang resident to have
found around that same time
thousands of drums containing an unspecified poison
hidden in the bush on the
nearby Newnes Plateau, the

informant said this could well
have
come
from
the
Marrangaroo base.
“They had heaps of heavy
plant and equipment at the
base at that time and there
was stuff being taken up into
the hills all the time,” he said.
On a lighter note he said a
former
soldier
from
Marrangaroo had told him
many times how a number of
Army Harley Davison motorcycles, still in their packing
cases, had been placed in
caves on the department’s
property after the war.
In more recent years our
informant was keen to track
them down but when he

attempted to make inquiries
through
the
Defence
Department
records
in
Canberra he was told it was
‘none of my business’.
He said the Marrangaroo
military depot clearly hides a
lot of secrets.
The depot was for much of
its life an ammunition storage
and transport facility.
Several years ago this role
was transferred to a base in
the Hunter Valley and since
that time Marrangaroo has
had a training role instructing
Army, Navy and Air Force personnel — including SAS commandos — in the handling of
explosives.

Knife incident in street
A man is recovering in hospital after an
alleged knife attack in a Lithgow residential
street on Tuesday afternoon. Police said that
about five o’clock two men were involved in
a verbal altercation outside a home in Oxley
Place in eastern Lithgow. As the argument
escalated one of the men is alleged to have
produced a knife and chased the victim
along the street before slashing him across
the abdomen. The victim, a 38 year old
Lithgow man, sustained a deep 20
centimetre wound to the left side of his
torso. Police and ambulance crews rushed to
the scene and detained the alleged offender.
The victim was stabilised at Lithgow Hospital
before being transferred by ambulance to
Bathurst Hospital for surgery. Yesterday he
was listed in a stable condition. A 32 year
old man was later charged at Lithgow police
station with recklessly causing grievous
bodily harm . He was refused bail pending
an appearance in Katoomba Local Court
yesterday. Both the victim and the alleged
assailant are believed to be residents of
Oxley Place.

Black ice season
THE severe frosts of recent mornings has
prompted police to renew their warnings
about the need for caution on icy roads. The
biggest risk is black ice that usually forms in
the early daylight hours after a heavy frost
and which can persist for some hours in
shaded locations. The most ice prone risk
areas in past Winters have been on the
Great Western Highway around Mt LambieYetholme, Tunnel Hill, and Forty Bends and
on the Hartley Valley Road at Browns Gap.
Yesterday morning in Lithgow the
temperature fell to almost minus four under
a very heavy frost. The frosts are expected
to continue while ever the cloudless night
skies are experienced.

Flirting with danger
AN 11 year old Lithgow boy was lucky to
escape with only minor burns after an
incident which occurred at his home in
Comara Crescent at about 5 pm Monday.
The Lithgow West Fire Brigade was called to
the home after reports of a gas cylinder
alight. On arrival they found only a small
area of grass was burning around the
cylinder, not the cylinder itself, with the boy
suffering superficial burns to his thigh, wrists
and face. Two boys were thought to have
turned the gas cylinder on for a short period
of time, then turned it off before lighting a
match. The other child escaped without
injury. The injured child was transported to
Lithgow Hospital by paramedics.

A major stage in flood mitigation
컄 From Page 1

the western end of the concrete canal.
The first section adjacent to Watsford
Oval was completed about three years ago
and involved doubling the width of the
canal and installation of higher gabion
walls.
Also created was a neatly fenced walkway behind homes in Coalbrook Street.
It has since proved to be very effective
in the infrequent downpours that have
occurred in the intervening drought
years.
This first stage was carried out by con-

tractors but Council subsequently decided to complete the job with its own workforce who had gained experience with
stage one.
Stage two is currently under way and
involves the section from behind the
showground westward to the end of the
concrete canal near the Geordie Street
low level crossing.
Residents along Geordie Street have
told the Mercury they are hopeful ‘something’ will be done with the crossing and
the obstructions in the creek bed downstream or this will continue to become a
choke point in future floods, possibly

WEATHER
LOCAL WEATHER: Tuesday minimum -2.8,
maximum 14.2; Wednesday minimum -3.7,
maximum 15.
FORECAST: Isolated showers developing
later, mostly in the southwest. Moderate to
fresh and gusty north to northwest winds,
strengthening later.
OUTLOOK: Tomorrow, isolated showers,
chiefly in the south west; strong westerly winds.
Saturday, early drizzle or fog patches in the
south west; west to north west winds.

even worse than in the past because of
the greater volume of water.
The current work will also involve
replacement of the footbridge across
Farmers Creek near the main gates of the
showground which was removed during
stage one.
Since that time pedestrians from
Hermitage Flat have faced a lengthy
detour around Albert Street or Barton
Street and they in particular will welcome
the return of their bridge.
The work on widening the waterway
has been assisted by the long dry spell
which has left just a meager water flow.
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