NEWS

Mums learning to live with grief
By PENNY BAXTER
Every moment Linda
Rasmussen spends with
her baby girl Taylah is
made more precious by the
fact she lost a baby two
years ago.
Ms Rasmussen gave birth
to Taylah in August last year
— 13 months after her first
daughter, Danika, died after
a complication during birth.
Still emotional about the
loss of her first daughter, Ms
Rasmussen has spoken of
her ordeal to prompt other
parents who have lost babies
to deal with their grief.
Ms Rasmussen said she felt
almost
suicidal
after
Danika’s death.

Mr Howard ...
self-promotion

Govt
spends
$187m
on ads

Support

By ANDREW
PROBYN
CANBERRA: The
Howard Government
spends $512,000 a day
telling you what to
think.
It also spends $15.5
million a year to check
if the message is getting through.
Having spent $187
million on ad campaigns
and
selfpromotion last year,
the Federal Government is now Australia’s biggest advertiser.
What it spends on
ads
could
provide
19,280
university
places, 12,460 heart
bypasses or build 38km
of four-lane freeway.
The Federal Government’s advertising
expenditure is the equivalent
of
what
McDonalds, Ford and
the
Commonwealth
Bank spend collectively.

Records
An analysis of the
financial records of 22
government
departments and agencies
shows
they
spent
$186,981,428 on advertising during 2000-01.
While $21.4 million
went on placing job
ads and tenders, a
massive $109 million,
or 58 per cent, was
spent on media campaigns.
Household mail-outs
cost the taxpayer $18.1
million, market researchers were paid
$15.5 million and advertising
agencies
pocketed $15.1 million.

Freezer
kills
man, 30
A man was electrocuted when he turned
on his freezer in
Manangoora,
about
100km east of Borroloola, police said yesterday.
A police spokesman
said: ‘‘The 30-year-old
man was electrocuted
about 9.30pm on Saturday.
‘‘He was turning on
the freezer at his home
in Manangoora when
he received an electroc
shock and collapsed.
‘‘He was found by
some local people who
tried to revive him.’’
It’s believed they
battled for 20 minutes
to keep the man alive,
but in vain.
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Three
months
after
Danika died Linda and her
husband Stephen turned to
Cradle NT for help.
Cradle NT is a support
group for people who have
experienced the death of a
young child.
Ms Rasmussen said she
will join 30 other women to
commemorate International
Children’s Memorial Day at
The Esplanade tomorrow.
Balloons
with
children’s
names written on them will
be released at The Esplanade
at 5pm, opposite the Novotel.
For further details contact
Cradle NT on 0417 866 644 or
8922 7301.

Hunt for WWII
deadly gas dump
By ALAN HARDIE
The whereabouts of a
suspected toxic gas dump
on Darwin’s doorstep
could only be revealed by
Bathurst Island residents, defence experts
believe.
Defence staff will quiz
islanders about chemical
warfare agents they think
might have been dumped
north of the island after
World War II.

Islanders to be quizzed
In a startling revelation, a
Defence Department report
has disclosed: ‘‘An area
north of Bathurst Island was
designated as a disposal area
for chemical warfare stocks
— but it is not known if any
material was dumped here.’’
The report, Chemical Warfare Agent Sea Dumping off
Australia, reveals more than

14,000 tonnes of toxic chemicals were ditched off the
Australian coast.
Now Defence officials plan
a two-pronged effort to substantiate its fears:
COMBING long-forgotten
records to see if mention is
made of chemicals actually
being dumped off Bathurst
Island; and,

INTERVIEWING
local
islanders who may remember their parents talking of a
chemical dumping.
Some dumps in Australian
waters include the killer
agent mustard gas, the report reveals.
It lifts a veil of secrecy that
has surrounded Australia’s
involvement with chemical

weapons — notably the
stockpiles and disposal of
tens of thousands of tonnes
stored during World War II.
A Defence spokesman said
yesterday: ‘‘We don’t know
for sure if anything was
dumped north of Bathurst
Island, even though it was a
designated area.’’
The Defence report said
the public risk of coming into
contact with a live bomb was
almost nil. But it warned of
the possible dangers of human contact with the gas.

NT News on the Internet
You can now get a taste of
the Northern Territory News
and Sunday Territorian every
day on the Internet.
Just visit www.news.com.au
for the latest on what is happening in the Territory, with a
preview of our front page.
Click on the NT section of the

home page of news.com.au to get
instant news.
There is also a section on our
web page which details how the
Northern Territory News can be
delivered to your home.
News.com.au also provides information from the biggest and
most
popular
newspapers
around Australia.

The Northern Territory News
will continue to publish local
news, sport and entertainment.
Our regular features include
the Monday TV liftout, entertainment, Thursday Woman
and Saturday’s Newsmag.
We are also committed to providing the best news in local
sport from across the Territory.

Hunger strike arrest

Larkins being
arrested

SYDNEY: A journalist was arrested at the Woomera Detention
Centre over the weekend as hunger
strikes broke out at a number of
other detention centres.
Lawyers claim the Woomera detainees have been joined by about 20
people refusing food at the Curtin
and Port Hedland centres in WA.
Authorities also removed another
three children from Woomera yesterday and admitted them to the
local hospital but no details of their

condition were revealed. A spokesman for Immigration Minister
Philip Ruddock said it was not confirmed there were also hunger
strikes at Curtin and Port Hedland
and he rejected reports the number
of strikers at Woomera had doubled.
In Woomera, ABC radio journalist
Natalie Larkins was arrested by
Australian Protective Service officers on Saturday night after they
ordered the media to move 200m
away from the centre.
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