NEWS

GST will add to energy
price hike frustration
컄 From Page 1

not be read initially because of an untethered dog in the yard but her family does
not own a dog.
Details appear in today’s Saint column
on page two.
In the case of Integral Energy the tariff
is scheduled to rise by 46 per cent over
three years.
Energy Australia customers face a 56
per cent increase.
But the heaviest slug will be customers
of Country Electricity, based on Bathurst,
with a massive 60 per cent hike.
The increases were approved this week

by the Independent Pricing and
Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) who said the
new tariffs were necessary to meet the
added costs faced by the electricity retailers in complying with the Rudd
Government’s Emission Trading Scheme.
The organisation said that if the ETS
does not go ahead the level of increases
could be reduced by about half.
Even at half an increase this is still a
savage blow to consumers, particularly in
extreme climate areas such as Lithgow
and the Blue Mountains where there is a
heavier demand for energy than in more
temperate climates.

The fact that the ETS has been blamed
as a key player in the pricing mess will
provide fertile ground for speakers when
an information session on the impacts of
the ETS is held at the Lithgow Community
Cinema on Monday March 29, organised
by the local branch of The Nationals.
The Minister for the ETS Penny Wong
has predictably rejected any blame for the
situation.
The price hikes come at a time when
the NSW Government is actively pressing
ahead with plans to sell off the three electricity retailers as fully privatised operations.

Inch Street lobbyists heard
outcome of the EPA inquiry
A meeting between Lithgow Council and
a lobby group of Inch Street residents on
Thursday outlined the results of an
inspection of industrial premises in that
street following what proved to be a ‘false
alarm’ mustard gas scare late last year.
The residents were evacuated under
emergency procedures after it was suspected that residual mustard gas had
escaped from old wartime bomb casings
at the Cooke’s Metals premises.
The shells had been taken to the site
for recycling after being recovered during
a decontamination program at the
Marrangaroo Army Camp.
A Defence Department report released
earlier this month revealed the suspect
substance was actually benzene, a chemical previously found in petrol.
The scare, however, was the trigger for
extensive representations to Council by
Inch Street residents demanding the relocation of industrial activities that have
existed there for years.
Council promised full consultation
with residents to discuss the investigation
by the EPA and this meeting took place
yesterday.
The meeting was told that the EPA
inspection was able to be undertaken
with
the
EPA
and
Council’s

Environmental Health Officer at short
notice on February 12.
Key findings from the inspection
included:
* It is confirmed that while Cooke’s
Metal Industries is not currently licensed
under the Protection of the Environment
Operations Act 1997, the EPA remains the
Appropriate Regulatory Authority (ARA)
for the site.
* The EPA will write to Cookes Metal
regarding the outcome of the inspection
as well as serving a notice on the business
proprietor under Section 193 of the
Protection
of
the
Environment
Operations Act 1997 to provide further
information and-or records in relation to
a number of aspects of the operations at
the premises inspection.
* The EPA will review the information
provided in response to the Section 193
notice and determine what further action
may be necessary.
* Council will provide the EPA with
copies of correspondence it has received
from residents so it may determine if any
of the issues raised therein are matters
that it may pursue in its role as ARA.
* Basically, any issues such as loading
and unloading on the street are matters
outside of the control of the ARA.

Further investigation is taking place in
respect of this issue.
* To assist Council the EPA will include
in its 193 notice a requirement to provide
“all written evidence-documentation as
to what date the operations first commenced at the site”.
While there appears to be very little
doubt, this will be helpful to Council in
putting any question of Existing Use
Rights for the site beyond any argument.
Council’s Regional Services Manager
Andrew Muir said in summary that issues
relating to the site and any environmental
impacts from the site are matters for the
EPA.
He said the EPA officers are aware of
the various concerns raised by the community but will only be able to address
these concerns, such as noise, within its
powers.
“Given there is no development consent over the land which would include
conditions relating to parking and
unloading, Council will have to further
investigate issues of trucks parking and
unloading on the street,” he said.
At recent Council meetings the possibility of a public meeting has been raised.
The EPA have been contacted regarding the possibility of facilitating a meeting
and are considering this request.
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The dog did it
ALL is clearly not quite as it seems on this
issue of estimated electricity accounts from
Integral Energy, as reported in Tuesday’s
Mercury. Our inquiry to Integral brought the
assurance that this organisation felt
capable of making informed estimates
based on previous consumption patterns.
They said the accounts were being
estimated because of an unusually wet
Summer that prevented meter reading,
aggravated by a shortage of staff to do the
job. But those educated guesses are
sometimes wide of the mark. Our story
attracted a call from a resident of Buttress
Place who was keen to recount her
experience. When she received her account
for almost $400 ‘based on the
corresponding period last year’ she did a
double take. It was a pretty rough estimate
as the previous year’s account was just
$70. She was also told the meter could not
be read as she had ‘an unrestrained dog in
the yard’. The lady does not own a dog! Not
prepared to accept all this at face value she
began making some calls and eventually got
through to a helpful real life person in
Integral’s Customer Care department. The
upshot of all this was a visit from a meter
reader prepared to brave the phantom dog
and a revised accurate electricity account
— for just $116.71! That’s a difference of
$281 on Integral’s educated guess. She
said residents should be aware they don’t
have to accept estimated accounts and can
insist on a reading. That was just one
person’s experience. Her advice: don’t
blindly accept an estimated account if
you’re suspicious of the amount and if all
else fails call the Energy and Water
Ombudsman on 1800 246 545. Her final
shot — ‘Meter reading’s an outdoor job; a
little rain shouldn’t stop them’.

Salacious tastes
THIS note to The Saint from Hartley
resident Joanna Mantle: ‘Couldn’t agree
more with your criticism regarding the ‘LB
and the cricketer not to be named’ beat up
in Tuesday’s column. But hold on — is it the
public clamouring daily for more salacious
gossip or is it the media reluctant to let go?
After all, if television and all the other ways
we can be bombarded with news can wring
another day or more out of these things
surely it is money in the bank for them. Only
until some other ‘personality’ blots their
copy book will the claws be released and
hooked into another story. And so it goes
on. Perhaps the ‘victims’ are actually being
used by their promotions office. After all, I’d
never heard of Lara Bingle until recently. As
for worrying about American icons being
afraid to come to Australia (for fear of being
squeezed out of the news) who do you think
started all this voyeurism? They would worry
if they weren’t being targeted’.

Bad timing
YOUR best laid plans really can come
unstuck. For a couple of weeks now the
officers at Cook Street Fire Station in
Lithgow had been planning a special
Seniors Week information session yesterday
dealing with fire safety in the kitchen. The
visitors had arrived and the session was
just getting under way when the brigade was
called out to a caustic substance spill at a
local colliery. One brave fireman was left to
deal with the visitors. At least the seniors
had the opportunity to see the brigade in
real life action.

It’s almost showtime
LITHGOW Show kicks off next Friday and all
indications are for a bumper presentation.
Full details of what to expect will appear in
each edition of the Mercury next week.
Support your Show — it’s an all volunteer
effort that does your district proud.

