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Thanks to nurse
for compassion

+

AFTER reading the Career One
Guide on Saturday, July 17 about
Lisa Simmons, the endorsed enrolled
nurse at the Good Shepherd Nursing
Home, I can only say, as a daughter of
one of her permanent residents, that
having such a compassionate and
caring nurse like Lisa on a daily basis
has made the transition into his new
environment a happy one. As busy as
Lisa is she always finds time to have a
chat and always has a smile which
brightens the Sky wing which she
scoots around on her shift. I am so
glad that my Dad has nurses like Lisa
and her colleagues in his everyday
life.
MICHELLE HOLLEDGE
Willow Gardens
townsvillebulletin.com.au

EVIDENCE . . . photograph supplied by Kevin Parkes of the
possible air vents and entrances to the tunnels
Australian National Archives
documents as to their function.
A geophysics survey of the
locale indicates that considerable
anomalies consistent with
engineering activities exist that
cannot be attributed to local
infrastructure or natural
phenomena.
The timing of the reported
incident also gives an element of
credibility to the statement.

Drink driving penalties
should be consistent
I HAVE read the
‘‘Shame File’’ and am
ashamed of the
inconsistent fines being
levelled on drink
drivers.
Consider the case
where one (considered
‘‘unlucky’’) was .051 —
.001 over — and fined
$300. Another was .125 —
.075 over — and fined
$1500.
If the fines were
consistent at $300 for
each .001, this driver
should have been fined
$22,500 — that sure
would have stopped his
drinking for a while.
If the lawmakers are
fair dinkum about
getting these drink
drivers off the road for
the safety of all other
road users then a
consistent approach,
similar to speeding
fines, should be put in
place.
If each .01 (or part
there of) over incurred

an on-the-spot penalty
fine of 1 licence point,
$1000, and 1 month’s
licence suspension, the
courts would be freed
up and the fine would
be a deterrent to those
with a conscience.
Penalties could be
doubled for repeat
offences within, say, 12
months.
In the above cases the
.051 would have had a
$100 fine, lost one point
and been off the road
for one month whereas
the other would have
copped a $7500 fine, lost
75 points, and been off
the road for six years
and three months.
Harsh lesson, yes, but
so is an accident taking
or injuring one or more
lives — especially if
those lives are YOUR
family.
IAN ALCORN,
West End

The foray in March 2000 was
initiated after two separate
documented reports regarding
movement of the summit of
Castle Hill were lodged late in
1999. Landslides followed this in
January 2000. If I had a stash of
hazardous materials in Castle
Hill I also would have made
efforts to inspect their integrity
after the landslides.
If the statement about the

Lesson for Cowboys
HOW exciting to read Josh
Alston’s column in
Saturday’s Bulletin (31/07)
under the heading ‘‘Under20s team, Cowboys in final’’.
It said: ‘‘The boys are
putting in for each other, we
have a great coaching staff,
it’s all coming together. The
team that took to the field
last night has an average age
of just 18. But every one of
them has been willing to be
coached, to look out for the
man beside them and
become the first North
Queensland under-20s team
to qualify for the top eight.’’
What is the obvious
difference between the
under-20s performance and
the Cowboys? Two teams
from the one town. One
team is totally focused on
winning and makes the final.
The other team is a total
embarrassment and comes
last. It’s not hard to figure its
all about attitude, every
team trains as hard as the
next.

Under-20s in training
You Cowboys need to get a
grip, get over yourselves and
concentrate on winning
decent games of football. Of
course to do that you first
have to get rid of the dollar
signs that keep spinning
through your heads.
Do yourselves a favour.
Take some time to go and
watch an under-20s game.
You might learn something.
MERLE WARE,
Charters Towers.
Townsville Bulletin

Surprise
discovery
I WOULD like to
publicly thank the
wonderful anonymous
person who found my
purse and handed it in,
contents and all, to the
Mundingburra Police
Station on July 30. It
was stolen when my car
was broken into early
last year in McKimmin
Rd, so despite the
decayed state of the
purse, I was surprised
and pleased to get it
back. Even the money
that was in it at the time
was still there. Thank
you, too, to Mary
McKenzie at
Mundingburra station
and everyone else
involved. I’ve donated
the money in the purse,
and more, in thanks to
St Anthony in your
honour. Again, thank
you to the anonymous
finder and I hope good
things come to you, too.
MARYANN LEA
Black River
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existence of military tunnels
inside Castle Hill has credibility
then the existence of the mustard
gas must also have an element of
credibility.
One has to ask why the
Australian Government desired
to maintain a stockpile of
chemical weapons inside
Australia as late as 2000 in
violation of our own Chemical
Weapons (Prohibition) Act 1994
and our international obligations
to the 1994 Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development,
Production, Stockpiling and Use
of Chemical Weapons and on
their Destruction (Chemical
Weapons Convention)?
If there are stockpiles of
chemical weapons in Australia
we, as a nation state are in breach
of our international agreements.
In the midst of a federal
election campaign one has to ask
if any of the mainstream or fringe
political parties are willing to,
firstly, investigate
(Parliamentary Inquiry or Royal
Commission) the claims and then
lobby the Parliament for funding
to rectify any problems that may
be found?
KEVIN PARKES
West End

Ed:
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ON October 24 2009 the
Townsville Bulletin published an
article by Tony Raggatt titled
‘‘Munitions and mustard gas
under Castle Hill’’. The basis of
the article was a statement by a
former field officer from the
Defence Department’s Defence
Estate Organisation named
Aaron Frattner who is now
deceased.
The story said that on March
16, 2000 Aaron Frattner in
company with others went to the
car park on top of Castle Hill and
after a short walk entered
complex of tunnels via a
ventilation shaft where 300
44 gallon drums of distilled
mustard gas were counted and
inspected.
At the time the Department of
Defence did not publish any
comment and the story died a
natural death.
A small amount of research has
brought up a reasonable amount
of information that gives an
element of credibility to the
existence of the tunnels at the
location reported.
World War II photography
from the RAAF Museum, when
examined minutely, shows a
considerable amount of military
engineering in Castle Hill and
this can be rationalised through
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‘Evidence supports existence of mustard gas in Castle Hill’
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Investigation needed
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Island residents as only rumours in a
small community can. Everyone has
been worried that Fantasea Cruises
which operates the barge service to
and from the island was about to axe
its much-loved permanent island
residents’ discounted barge fare. But
it turns out to be just rumour.
Fantasea Cruises Magnetic Island
manager Jason Fowler says
unequivocally the discounted fare
will remain and he can’t understand
where the rumour sprang from. So
rest easy islanders, your shopping
trips to town can continue.
EADER had a nasty shock
yesterday and wants to warn
others. She subscribes to Telstra’s
messagebank service and a couple
of weeks ago on her birthday farflung members of her family left her
some lovely messages. She saved
them, but to her surprise when she
went to listen to them yesterday
they were gone. Her inquiries
revealed that all messages are wiped
after seven days now, so if you don’t
have a computer to save them to,
they’re gone forever. Be warned,
your memories are not your own.
URING the mad cow epidemic
our government could track a
single cow, born in Bourke, New
South Wales, almost three years
ago, right to the stall where she slept
in Victoria. And, even more
surprising, they could also track her
calves to their stalls. This is very
clever, but it seems they are unable
to locate 25,000 illegal immigrants
wandering around our country.
Maybe we should give each of them
a cow.
UR Brisbane correspondent
reports that he visited a
government building in the city last
week and the toilet designed for
people with disabilities — wider
doors, handrails, low basin and so
on — was clearly marked ‘‘Ambulant
WC’’. It’s a scary thought.
T seems just talking about the
fantastic warm winter as I have
been doing for the past week or two
was obviously enough to call the
weather gods’ attention to our good
fortune and send us some Antarctic
winds — still, gives us a chance to
wear whatever winter woollies
we’ve got.
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