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Wanton desecration
Re: Public misbehaviour:
Springwood, like towns all over Australia, has

its own war memorial. The amount of litter —
often in massive quantities — dumped in the fore-
court , the precinct and the adjoining park is
beyond belief: discarded bottles and cans, half
eaten food, packaging, wrapping paper, rubbish of
all kinds — with litter bins just a few short steps
away.

Who — and how many — are responsible for
this wanton desecration, we will probably never
know. But how do we explain the anomaly
between growing numbers of respectful citizens at
Anzac Day services and the “invisible” vandals
who trash the site for the rest of the year?

What’s more important: how do we fix the prob-
lem?

One thing is certain: Australian war veterans,
past and present, are outraged and bewildered.

J. G. (Joe) Elkusch,Woodford.

Mushroom mystery
I read with fascination Ricki Ellis’s letter on her

husband’s role in growing mushrooms in the
Glenbrook ‘mustard gas’ tunnel. It is believed
Harold Ellis started the NSW Mushroom
Company before WWII and resumed the business
after the war. The chemical warfare armourers,
however, recall with affection Herbert Edward
Rowe (‘Pop’). An out of work master builder,
‘Pop’ and his daughter Gwen farmed mushrooms
from 1933 until the RAAF used the tunnel for the
mustard gas storage. Herbert obtained his spawn
from Mr Hearn of Como and later from Dr Noble
of the Department of Agriculture. The mushrooms
were sold to the greengrocer De Luca, King Street.
No longer able to farm the mushrooms he stayed
on at the RAAF tunnel camp as their maintenance
person.

If someone could enlighten us on the relation-
ship, if any, between Edward and Harold we would
love to know. Contact geoff.plunkett@gmail.com.

Geoff Plunkett, Berowra Heights.

Letters
your views behind the news

Dream threatened
Re the Revitalisation of Springwood (BMG

16.4.08). 
I am writing in support of the comments made

by Lucinda Terry published in the Gazette of April
16.

I have also recently moved to this area from a
busy northern suburb of Sydney.

One of my reasons for making a change: to
escape the daily manic suburban rush.

The shopping complex at Winmalee incorpo-
rates a more than adequate Coles and numerous
other ‘brand name’ franchises that are identical to

any Sydney suburban shopping centre. This would
seem sufficient in terms of ‘suburbifying’ the
Springwood/Winmalee area.

Hopefully more recent Sydney escapees will
rally to prevent our dream being negated by a coun-
cil whose brains trust is in more desperate need of
revitalisation than Springwood village.

Mae Cotton, Springwood.

Heritage reforms
I commend Chris Van der Kley’s  views on her-

itage! 
What’s “fair” is what’s “sustainable”. Fair her-

itage laws (and motions) are in the best long-term
interests of the community.

Councillors unlike you who use heritage as a
pretext to prevent quality development, should be
referred to the ICAC.

Please see my site and if you need any assistance
regarding heritage reforms, feel free to ask:
http://www.garygreen.org/gg_006.htm

Clr Gary Green JP, Brighton-Le-Sands.

and varied visits to their households I have never
seen one, nor heard of it being used. These are
good people and after reading Tim Elliott’s
“Investigation” in the Sydney Morning Herald I
felt offended on their behalf.

Much of the information in the Herald’s story is
dated and from overseas and might give the wrong
impression about the households in Picton and
Katoomba which consist of vibrant, open-minded
young families and singles who are an asset to our
towns. They make a positive and welcome addi-
tion to our diverse community and I hope my
neighbours will keep an open mind towards them.

Jim Carothers, Katoomba.

Good people
Re: Your coverage of the Twelve Tribes and

their Common Ground Cafe in Katoomba.
My friendship with the Sydney-area communi-

ty spans more than two years and in that time I have
come to appreciate the members as an easy-going,
modest and hard working group of individuals
united in their goal of service to God. Their respon-
sible attitude to parenting is something that I, as a
Bachelor of Teaching candidate feel deserves
praise, not condemnation. I understand that some
folk among them support the old-world use of the
switch but can report to our readers that in many
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Fairer deal for older 
drivers welcomed
Older drivers in NSW will see a 
host of new reforms to the 
licensing system for over 85s.

After the Roads and Traffi c 
Authority (RTA) released its 
discussion paper last year, there 
was widespread opposition to 
proposed changes from the 
NRMA, our Members and others 
in the community.

Many of the proposed changes 
NRMA opposed, specifi cally the 
ten kilometre radius and the 
present driver test which is 
unsuitable for older drivers.

Action being taken by the State 
Government to redesign the 
current license test for over 85s 
to make it more practical is 
especially welcome.

We are also pleased to see 
the introduction of voluntary 
assessments through accredited 
organisations like the NRMA 
offering a new choice for drivers 
who might feel uncomfortable 
sitting through a formal test.

The NRMA is very happy 
the Government is also 
establishing a new Older Drivers 
Implementation Group and we 
look forward to working with 
them and other stakeholders to 
introduce these reforms.

These reforms would never have 
eventuated without the NRMA 
applying considerable pressure 
on the Government and lobbying 
hard for a fairer deal for all 
older drivers.

Your latest Open Road 
magazine contains a full 
report on the new reforms.
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