NEWS

Grants
keep on
coming

Federal Member for
Macquarie, Bob Debus,
has announced that five
volunteer environment
and heritage organisations in the local region
will receive funding
under the Grants to
Voluntary Environment
and
Heritage
Organisations (GVEHO)
program.
The
successful
groups are:
* Mt Wilson and Mt
Irvine Historical Society
Inc $1,500
* Blue Mountains
Association Of Cultural
Heritage Organisations
Inc $2,300
* Zig Zag Railway
Cooperative Ltd $3,600
* The City of Greater
Lithgow
Mining
Museum Inc $2,300,
and
* Blue Mountains
Conservation Society
Inc $5,000 pa for 3 years
Volunteer organisations that help protect
and conserve Australia’s
unique environment
and heritage have
received almost $1.5
million
in
Federal
Government
grants
doubling the amount
received in the 2007/08
round.
This year, the Federal
Government more than
doubled the funding
available under the program, benefiting 184
environment and 65
heritage organisations
nationally.
The funds are provided for administration costs to ensure that
groups can use more of
their budget to achieve
their aims of conserving
and
protecting
Australia’s natural environment and historic
heritage, Mr Debus
said.

Winter
cutback

Dwindling patronage
and falling revenue has
forced
Newstead
Bowling Club at Orange
to close its doors for
three days a week over
Winter.
The club will now
shut
on
Sundays,
Mondays and Tuesdays
for the next three
months until August 1.
Board chairman Ian
Mackay said the decision was made in light
of a difficult economic
climate, rising operational costs and declining membership.
Mr Mackay acknowledged a number of the
500 current members
were unhappy with the
decision and said the
move was not an indication the club was
struggling financially.
“The majority of the
members don’t frequent
the club on the days we
will close,” he said.

BRIEFLY

Escapees on the run

POLICE across the district were yesterday searching for two inmates who escaped mid morning
from the minimum security Kirkconnel
Correctional Centre. The two men were found to
be missing about 10.30 and officers located a hole
cut in a perimeter fence behind the industries
block. On the run were Brett Islaub, 32, who was
serving four years for multiple break and entry
offences, and James Jinnette, 28, who was serving
six and a half years for offences including break
and entry, robbery and car theft. Both Caucasian,
they were wearing green prison issue clothing
when last seen. Residents in the Meadow
Flat/Yetholme area were warned to be particularly
on the alert

Arrested at station

A 22 year old Bathurst man was arrested following
a violent incident on the platform at Lithgow railway station on Friday night. While being spoken to
by police the man became aggressive and punched
an officer in the chest. After an attempt to subdue
him with capsicum spray he broke free and ran
along the platform and onto the tracks at the eastern end of the station before being arrested. The
man, who was wanted on warrants, was later
charged with assaulting police and resisting arrest

* COOERWULL School will benefit from a $2.5 million construction grant.

$2.5 M for Cooerwull in
new Federal program
Cooerwull, Capertee and Glen Alice have
emerged as winners in the Lithgow Local
Government area in the allocation of funding for
public schools in the Federal Government’s
Building The Education Revolution package.
Member for Bathurst Gerard Martin in welcoming the grants for his electorate said that
eight schools will share in a total of $4.2 million
for facilities that include halls and classroom
upgrades.
The grants come from the first round of the
Primary Schools For The 21st Century component of the economic stimulus package.
Mr Martin said the works will progressively
get under way from this month and will be completed by December next year.
“This is a major investment in public education in the Bathurst electorate and I’m thrilled to

Injured on The Gap

see the construction will be starting soon,” he
said.
By far the biggest winner is Cooerwull School
which will receive more than half the total allocation.
Cooerwull is to receive $2.5 million for a new
hall and covered outdoor learning area.
Capertee school will receive a classroom
upgrade and new covered outdoor area at a cost
of $250,000.
Glen Alice School will also receive $250,000
for a similar covered area.
Other allocations of $250,000 each for various
works go to Black Springs, Carcoar, Newbridge,
Rockley and The Lagoon Public Schools.
Other schools are anticipating allocations in
the next two rounds of funding to be announced
later this month and in July.

TWO young women were injured in a crash on the
Hartley Valley Road at Browns Gap on Saturday
afternoon. The car was being driven by an 18 year
old Blackheath woman when it went out of control, skidded into a roadside embankment and
overturned onto its side. The driver and her passenger, a 19 year old from Winmalee, were taken to
the hospital by Lithgow ambulance officers. They
suffered soft tissue, neck, back and chest injuries.

Failed breath test

A 26 year old Wallerawang woman was charged
with mid range PCA after being stopped for a random breath test in bridge Street, Lithgow, at 3.30
am Sunday. Her licence was suspended pending
her appearance in Lithgow Court.

Top level scrutiny
for Army depot
A high level international team will visit Lithgow
today to monitor the progress on the decontamination program at the Marrangaroo Army Base.
Since early this year a group of specialist contractors commissioned by the Defence
Department has been working at Marrangaroo to
identify and clear chemical warfare residue buried
at various locations around the site at the owned of
World War Two.
The decontamination program follows confirmation last year of the previously top secret
wartime operation where Marrangaroo served as a
storage and distribution depot for chemical
weapons, including mustard gas.
The inspection team is from a United Nations
monitoring organisation based in The Hague.
In an update to various players in the project
including Lithgow Council and the local emergency services the Defence Department says the
work at Marrangaroo is progressing well.
Since excavation works began on 19 February
the contractors, Milsearch, have excavated approximately 20 of the burial areas.
They are processing the excavated material as
they go. Excavated items include small arms,
marine markers, detonators, practice bombs and
even some asbestos material. Hundreds of thousands of items of small arms munitions have been

Theft from car

THIEVES stole a CB radio after breaking into a car
in Lithgow at the weekend. The vehicle was parked
outside the owner’s home in Methven Street on
Friday night when the theft occurred.

Sporting hazards

THE local soccer competition proved hazardous
for players at the weekend. On Saturday a 19 year
old Wallerawang woman suffered a knee injury
while playing at Marjorie Jackson Oval, On Sunday
an 18 year old Lithgow man injured his ankle while
playing at the greyhound complex. Both were
taken to the hospital by ambulance.

excavated and demilitarised. Large quantities of
metal that has been confirmed free from any
explosive have been sent off for recycling.
The excavation of the main burial area uncovered 267 bomb casings of 250lb classification that
may have once contained phosgene or mustard
agent.
All have been confirmed to be free of any chemical agent and are being reported under the
Chemical Weapons Convention.
The international body, the Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, is visiting
Australia and is touring the Marrangaroo site today
as part of their visit.
One of the burial areas also uncovered 30lb
incendiary items containing traces of white phosphorous. This caused a delay to work while
Milsearch and Defence worked with the key emergency services contacts to ensure appropriate
work and response procedures were in place.
The pit has since been successfully completed,
resulting in the removal of over 4000 items.
Due to the unexpected time to clear the two
main pits it is now expected that excavations will
be completed by the end of July and Milsearch will
remain on site until September to complete the
rehabilitation of the area.

Help for buidlers

LOCAL building contractors will benefit from a
new hotline announced at the weekend by Fair
Trading Minister Virginia Judge. The free hotline is
designed to help builders survive the global financial crisis. Ms Judge said licenced builders and
tradesmen will be able to obtain free confidential
advice and assistance by calling the new service.
The toll free number is 1300 100 285 and operates
24 hours a day seven days a week. Expert advice is
available on business management, insolvency
issues, dispute resolution, compliance, home warranty insurance, licensing and home buildingrelated government services. The service will be
operated locally and not through an overseas call
centre.

Lithgow Golf Club

Now catering for:

* 21st Birthdays, * Engagements, * Weddings,
* Private Functions, * Anniversaries
If you have a special occasion coming
up call us to help you
Great Western Highway, Marrangaroo

6351 3164
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