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By Damien Madigan

The author of a new book detailing
Glenbrook’s secret history as a storage site for
chemical weapons has called for a plaque to
commemorate the men who worked there.

Geoff Plunkett said there is currently nothing
to indicate the disused railway tunnel under the
Great Western Highway at Glenbrook played a
key role in Australia’s World War II effort. 

His book, Chemical Warfare in Australia, is
published by the Defence Department this
month.

“When you go there today you’ve got no idea
of its past,” he said.

But from 1942 until the end of the war, the tun-
nel stored enough mustard gas to wipe out the
population of Sydney.

“Basically the Blue Mountains was at the cen-
tre of our chemical warfare history . . . and the
population at the time had no idea,” said Mr
Plunkett.

The RAAF Armourers who worked at the tun-
nel were bound by secrecy — a veil that wasn’t
lifted until the 1980s.

Their work at the Glenbrook tunnel — used as
a mushroom farm before the war — was monot-
onous but extremely dangerous. Each day they
would move the drums out of the tunnel, release
the pressure inside them while checking for
problems like rust, before placing them back in
the cool storage area.

“They were literally working with one of the
most dangerous substances known to man at that
time — and getting exposed daily,” said Mr
Plunkett.

One of the armourers, Noel Stoneman, recalls
that the mile long tunnel at Glenbrook “was just
about chock full of mustard gas. (There) must
have been thousands, possibly even millions of

gallons of it in different sorts of containers”.
Despite the dangerous nature of their work,

the men had extremely fond memories of living
in Glenbrook. Another former armourer, Geoff
Burn, said the “local people at Glenbrook were
always very good, they used to turn on a dance
and tennis tournaments and all those sorts of
things”.

Mr Plunkett is interested in hearing from

Glenbrook residents who may have recollec-
tions of the armourers during World War II. He
can be contacted by email at
geoff.plunkett@gmail.com.

Any extra information will help tell the hidden
story of the men’s role in our war effort.

“They’re extremely humble guys — ordinary
working people — whose stories aren’t known,”
said Mr Plunkett.

The Mustard Gas Men: RAAF chemical warfare armourers just outside Glenbrook railway chemical
weapons storage tunnel in August 1944 (from left) Tiny Waterman, Mark Williams, Geoff Burn, Les Parsons,
Arthur Blackwell and Alan Jack. Photo: RAAF Chemical Warfare Armourers.
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ROUSE HILL HOUSE & FARM  
via Rouse Rd, Rouse Hill

BOOK NOW: T 02 8239 2211
Admission: Gen $12, Conc/Mem $8 
Includes up to 2 appraisals!  
Under 16 free – does not include appraisals. 
Remaining tickets on sale on the day.
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