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Beach gas scare
Army chemical and bomb disposal 

experts were called to Wagait Beach 
late last month after erosion along the 
beachfront exposed a suspected 200 
litre drum of mustard gas. 

The area at the end of Wagait Tower 
Road was an Army gun battery during 
World War II and there were rumours 
of mustard gas being deployed along 
the coast as a last resort defence in the 
event of a Japanese invasion.

Council chief executive Geoff Hand-
icott, whose father was a wartime Z 
-force commando, said while other 
drums found were badly rusted, this 
one was in good condition.

He said the heavy duty drum 
matched his father’s description of 
those used for mustard gas.

“What I thought I was looking at 
was a drum of mustard gas,” he told 
last month’s Wagait Shire meeting.

“We got the people at the Army 
bomb disposal and chemical warfare 
to look at them.

“They couldn’t tell us what was in 
it, they didn’t open it but importantly  
they said there was nothing dangerous 
so it couldn’t go bang.

“They searched about 30 m² (of the 
surrounding dunes and beach).”

Geoff said the Army personnel then 
left, leaving Northern Territory Gov-
ernment offi cials with the problem of 
what to do next.

“At this point they’re not sure what 
action to take,” he added. “They did 
say they’d put a fence up.”

Continued page 5.

An Army chemical 
weapons expert checks 
the drum with a gas 
detector. Nothing 

was detected and the 
drum was pronounced 
safe – although it was 
not opened. Note the 

heavy duty rims similar 
to those in the World 
War II photograph of  
mustard gas drums.
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It all adds up on census night

WAGAIT SHIRE COUNCIL
RATES & CHARGES 

2011-2012 
At its meeting on 28 June 2011 the Council 
resolved as follows in respect of rates and 
charges for the year ending 30 June 2012:
That pursuant to Section 155 of the Local 
Government Act 2008 the Council declares:

1. That it proposes to raise $173,160 in 
general rates for the 2011/12 financial 
year.

2. The general rates are to be raised by 
way of a fixed charge of $444 per 
allotment of rateable land within the 
Wagait Shire.

3. That the due date for the payment of 
rates shall be the 1 September 2011. A 
$50 discount will apply to rates paid by 
this date.

4. The payment of general rates will be 
accepted by quarterly instalments due 
on the 1 September 2011, 1 December 
2011, 1 March 2012, and  
1 June 2012.

5. A penalty of 17% per annum will 
be imposed on all rates and charges 
not paid by the due date for payment 
thereof.

Geoff Handicott 
Chief Executive Officer 

From the Australian  
Bureau of Statistics

Forget Ripley’s believe it or 
not, in the past 100 years census 
data has revealed some amazing 
and quirky facts about Australia 
and the way we live. 
• 70 per cent of the population 

counted in the NT in the 1933 
Census were male.

• In 1971, 9 815 061 people had 
a television.

• There were 619 oyster farmers 
in Australia in 1966.

• The 2006 Census recorded 
that 400 different languag-
es were spoken in homes 
throughout Australia.

• 121 people aged 100+ years 
stated they did 30 or more 
hours of unpaid domestic 
work in the week prior to the 
2006 Census. 

• According to 2006 Census 
data, Australia has 670 park-
ing inspectors.

• Six per cent of the Australian 
population worked in the ag-
riculture industry in 1947.

• In 1966 there were 36 people 

who listed their occupation 
as ‘whaler’.

•  In 1991, 60 per cent of Austral-
ia’s population lived in either 
New South Wales or Victoria.

• 133 people stated they spoke 
an invented language at home 
in 1996.

• 12 people were employed in 
the industry of squid jigging 
in 2001.

• 2579 people stated their oc-
cupation as ‘media present-
er’ in 2001.

But there’s 45 billion reasons 
why you should complete the 
2011 Census.

It’s the amount of infrastruc-
ture money - $45 billion - the gov-
ernment distributes, based on 
census data. 

Examples include planning 
for roads, schools, hospitals and 
services.

That’s $4000 for each and eve-
ry Australian. 

Do you want the Wagait Beach 
community to miss out? Com-
plete the census this August 9!

The 200 litre drum at the cen-
tre of a mustard gas scare in June 
has been moved to the Wagait 
Shire workshop.

Army weapons disposal ex-
perts and environment officers 
were called when the drum was 
identified as similar to those used 
to store the deadly wartime gas.

The army report said the drum 
had “unidentified contents with 
the bung intact”, but council 
workers found the pressure re-
lief bung was missing.

Council chief executive Geoff 
Handicott said the Environment 
Department asked if it was pos-
sible for the council to move the 
drum.

“They wanted us to look and 
see what we thought,” he said.

“We went down there and 
tried to stand it up, that’s when 
we saw the bung was missing.

“It was full of sand so there’s 
nothing in the drum except sand.

“We organised to have it lifted 
from the hole and taken back to 
the workshop.

“Thay still want to put a fence 
around it (the area where other 
rusty drums have been found).

“It will be a low one, not a secu-
rity fence, but they’re saying they 
can’t keep people out.

“It will have a sign with a 
warning on it.”

Beach gas drum saga – part 2

They are going 
to fence this?




