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Circulating
throughout the
Blue Mountains

(Lithgow
to Lapstone)

THE DILAPIDATED SITE LAST YEAR: MP Trish Doyle has campaigned hard in the last seven months to raise concerns about the farm.

Farm to close
MUSHROOM farming in the
disused Glenbrook railway
tunnel is officially over after
the Department of Primary
Industries gave the operators
an eviction notice.

The news comes seven
months after theMP for Blue
Mountains, Trish Doyle,
intervened in the operation,
revealing it as “dilapidated
and dangerous farm” with
“unsafe and illegal work-

place practices” for employ-
ees, who were staying in
“filthy, squalid doss houses”.

Ms Doyle welcomed
the news the farm would
be shut down and the site
cleaned up.

Evidence of unsafe
workplace practices, envi-
ronmental contamination,
migrant workers being paid
with “free” on-site accom-
modation in “doss houses”,
as well as organic waste
and abandoned cars being

dumped in nearby bush,
were revealed byMsDoyle to
the Blue Mountains Gazette
last year.

The Department of Prima-
ry Industries (Crown Lands)
gave theoperator,Mushroom
BioTech Pty Ltd (the Organic
Mushroom Company), an
eviction notice effective
from March 25. It has been
extended to allow the opera-
tor to continue removing the
demountables, abandoned
cars and empty shipping

containers at the farm.
Mushroom farming has

taken place in the tunnel on
and off since 1913 and the
site may have heritage issues
after the tunnel was also
used for mustard gas storage
duringWorldWar 11.

Biotech spokesman
John Oates told the Gazette
on Tuesday that it’s “just
too hard doing business
down there”.

“It’s a decision I made to
close the farm … I’ve inher-

ited a lot of issues from pre-
vious owners so it’s time to
move on.”

Ms Doyle said “an oppor-
tunity exists now to open
up the railway tunnel to the
public in a way which cele-
brates its fascinating history
over the past 130 years and
encourages tourism to the
Lower BlueMountains”.

“I’m relieved to see the
Crown Lands department
eventually saw what was
clear tome.” Continued p12
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FROM FRONTPAGE
“The mushroom farm at

Glenbrook was a threat to
public safety, operating in
breach of basic workplace
health and safety standards,
and harming the waterways
of the local environment,”Ms
Doyle added.

A spokesman for the
Department of Primary In-
dustries - Lands said they
had issued several clean-up
notices on the company in
the past year and recently
advised that the lease would
be terminated.

“The department has
erected safety fencing and

signage to manage public
access through the area to
ensure the public can safely
walk or cycle without en-
countering safety hazards.”

The spokesman said
mushroom production on
the site ceased in early Feb-
ruary and the lease holder “is
in the process of cleaning up
the site prior to vacating”.

“Once the site is vacated
DPI Lands will assume re-
sponsibility for it and further
decisions about long-term
land use or occupancy will
be matters for a future date,”
he said

The department has

worked closely on thematter
with Blue Mountains City
Council and SafeWork NSW,
the spokesman said.

Access by car will end in
the near future to prevent
further illegal dumping at
the site.

MsDoyle thankedhercon-
stituents, David and Donna
Watson, who first raised the
matter of the mushroom
farm’s state.

“Without the Watsons’
campaign to see the site
cleaned up, the appalling
conditions at the mushroom
tunnelmight have continued
unnoticed,” Ms Doyle said.

Mushroom farm shut down

SHUT DOWN: "The farm at Glenbrook was a threat to public safety, in breach of basic
workplace safetyand harming the waterways," MP for Blue Mountains, Trish Doyle, said.
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For all your
storage
needs.

Moving Trucks for Hire
Only require car licence. Easy drive automatic.

Large 20m3 capacity with 500kg hydraulic tail lift

Supplied with furniture trolley, tie down straps and padding
blankets

Comfortably seats 3 adults. Air conditioned

Blue Tooth. Reversing camera. GPS

www.selfstorageplus.com.au

BLAXLAND
SPRINGWOOD 4739 1607
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PRIDE & PERFECTION IS WHAT SETS US A
PART

10% Discount
On Labour
For Seniors

4751 6036
24 Lawson Rd

Springwood
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RTA AU 33655

Motor Repair

Licence 3057
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